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Open House Supports
A

ALI ghts On

In celebration of the
nationalights On Afterschool
event, Spring Garden hosted
Open Houstor parents, busi-
nesses, government officials,
the community as a whole, to
come and tour its Early Child |
Care and School Age class- [ &
rooms. The event, Thursday,| *
October 22 fror® pm, in- ]
cluded an opening address b (@above) During the Open House

Patricia Hunter, Executive Dir °PEning program, Lafayette Collg
; student volunteers listen intently

tor, regarding the importance presentation that outlines the effg
Before_/After School care: the ¢ the budget impasse on Early d
financial hardships of Early Ct care. (below) Patricia Hunter, EX
care affected by the PA budge Dir., introduces Jenesia Clark as
impasse and constraints;the Cent er 6 s paren
urgency of advocating for higt board of directors.

salaries and benefits for Earl I

»
Py

44‘_ﬂ"\

with businesses and commun
organizations. Those in atten|4
dance were able to tour the C
ter and see classrooms that
bright, cheerful, and innovativ
(see side bar)

More than 200 were
attendance at the 3rd Annual

Professional Day Conference

services during the impasse ha
been nearly depleted.
I am most proud that |
C at Spring Garden continued to
The summer of 2009 provide children with incredible
brought a devastating blow to manyexperiences and continued to g
agencies, organizations and busi- families a sense of security so
nesses that utilize services that are that they could maintain their
funded by the state of PA. Pennsylemployment, high education py
vani ads state g osuisramd®rjob trainiggproe s
tives, and legislators were in a fiercg@rams.
battle over the budget. This battle We are now six month
resulted in a budget impasse that away from a new budget and w
lasted an unforgettable and unfor- Will be in the recovery process
givable 101 days. During this time quite some time. We cannot su
any entity that expected state fundsvive another budget impasse a
for their continuing operation and/oran industry. Our families deser
reimbursements of services were better . . . our children deserve
impaired by tardy compensation.  better . . . and Pennsylvania cit|
Early Learning Programs zens deserve better.
in PA were heavily impacted. Early We want to thank Gow
childhood staffs were laid off, hav- ernor Rendell for his support of
ing to access unemployment, food our children and his holding ou
stamps, and at risk of losing their ¢ for a more equitable solution. It
homes, etc. Entire programs were important that our families and
closed, leaving families without supporters continue to insist th
reliable early education options.  our policy makers keep early ¢

Unforgettable . . .
Unforgivable

i
Subsequently, some parents had tocare a priority to ensure that fa’|x”

quit their job because they had no lies continue to have access to
where to send their children for
care. Ask your representatives
Spring Gar deWwdayis.stagepaus)dossupy
Center, Inc. was not immune to public interes
these setbacks. The majority of our care and education programs.
families receive childcare subsidies Advocate for the next budget tg

from the state of PA. The budget done on time. We want to con-

impasse caused subsidy payments tinue to prepare children to be
to be severely delayed. When we ready for school and ensure thg
did not receive payments for the
care of our children and families on
a timely basis, it jeopardized our
overall operation. Emergency sav-
ings used to sustain our quality

success in school.

Patricia Hunter,

Executive Director

quality early education serviceq.

fBuilding Our Future Through
Qual ity Edorly
early childhood educators on
Monday, October 12, 2009 at
Lafayette College.

An early morning wel
come was given by Dr. Jarret
Patton, Medical Director of O : >
ﬂf;?t;rggldawg;’th?\Té?vr\]lgﬁ!%rret Patton, Medical Director,

The Keynote speaker, Carlos
(contd on pg. 2)

sionals to the training da

comes the Early Child Care PrOfefkeynote speaker, Carlos Ojeda, Jr.
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Day of Caring 20@9Abundance of Help

Contribution® Thank Youl!!

Volunteers came in full

44 budtNC Foundatiah $ 5,000 for

; volunteers representj
force to Spring..d ?éogﬁnfkati Eésgis {RAMYGS$Hhm of Wopdso and Summey
Center, Inc. for the United Way lith 8 projects aﬁ 37 a encieﬁﬁad'”g Retention Program
Eh efCG_r eat S r24L e ?nblge igh zﬂléy. of §7§’Odéramtn ual
ayo I\’;Ilrlnﬁtehptengger ' eolvas saved by the agencies to b o ncil of the Ars
ore than emp Oyeeﬁe”) fund client services. $602.00 for 2010 Summer
from Lgfayette Amba_ssador Bank, AL i' Cer Takb Center St I
Sovereign Bank, Lehigh Valley Programe acy akES € € ageo

Health Network, PNC Bank and
Northampton County Government
Center mopped, painted, washed
windows and toys, repaired furr
ture and equipment, stacked
shelves, and organized and inven-
toried storage closets from 9 am to
3 pm.

In appreciation for their,
services, all volunteers received a
continental breakfast and full lunch.

At the conclusion of the Dwayne Ott, LV Health Network

eimployee, enjoys his day of giving at
2009 event, over 760 employee the Center

Verizon Volunteer Incentive
Program and Verizon Foundat
tiond $750

NY Life Foundation Team
Grant Progra@ $1,800

Lafayette College Delta Upsi-
lon Fraternity $590

(At the top) NY Life Foundation TearfAbove, left to right) Delta Upsilon members
members present Patricia Hunter, Steve Petrock, Jack Spiro and Gregory
Executive Director, with a check frorBernstein, present Patricia Crowley, SGCC
their community grant program. Center Director, their fundraiser donation.

Leaping Into Kindergarten

Camping Weekend A Success

Members of Project
L.E.A.P. (Literacy Embraced AL-
tively by Preschoolers) hosted a
OKi nder gar tluean
10, 2009 frorBgom at the Third
Street Alliance for Women & CH
dren for participating children a
their families as the final event
the year.

Mi xer 06096,
il-
nd
Df

Project L.E.A.P is a joint
effort by local childcare centersjto
prepare children to enter kinder
garten with success. The progr@dm
focuses on fun activities that en
hance reading comprehension
communication skills.

The Cops 0
acy Program sponsored all liter
materials and
AiSuccess by 60
the dinners and storyteller as part
of their PrikKindergarten trans
tions programs.

hnd

no Kids Liter-
hCy
t he

program

United Way
spons

Sch lAl\/Ior(;than a dozen Terry Herman, Transportation
CNOOI A€ SUMMEr Campers -, jinator and her husband,

and their families experienced o .
the great outdoors by participaEdd'e’ initiated an(r:it or?naryzr(]ed the
h\l% Py gr a

ing in the C e n'tVeProgram

Fish Tales & Campfires CountyAlge%era on of Sgorts-
In a September week-Meéno0s Clubs dona

end venture, campers fished, th€ program, as well as the fish-

roasted marshmallows, particit "9 pPol es. Mi ke?d

pated in arts & crafts activities,Nazareth supplied the bait .

and slept in tents at the Promised We want to thank our

Land State Park in Greentownyolunteers Brian and Willie
Schneebeli; Terry and Eddie

Herman; and Tyron Oates.

PA.
The goal of the pro-
gram is to introduce outdoor
camping and the sport of fishi
The camping and fishing expgiigs
ence was used to build confi-
gence, patience, ssfeem,
prebiem solving and positive

ter will offer the program twice. ity
2010, in the beginning and en
the summer.

Building Education
(contd from pg. 1)
in Young Chil dr

Ojeda, Jr. motivated the audiendRole in Cognitive Development;
with his speecituiTeathénsuelf

you, then
The remaining of the
day was spent on workshops th
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and the Challenging Child.
at The conference was put
together by planning committee

covered a multitude of topics inclushembers Pat Hunter, Spring Gafrhomas, Early Childhood Consult-
ing Food Safety and Food Allergied e n

Chil dr en 0 s arf eehighe/alley; JamMarie,
Easton; Demise CddtmenzagPerBolwatizs United Way of the
State Cooperative Extension, LeGreater LV; Cheryl Tuturice, Fam-
high C@ifityi; DehiseeMadzik, THivaY aflEaston; and Sandy Hol-

w h o ? @and My Classroom, Myself: Inclustineet Alliance for Women & Chibern, St. John Lutheran Church

dren Learning Center, Easton; Day Care, Nazareth.
Susan Lavelle, Hanover Township
Preschool, Bethlehem; Terry

Spring Bloomer




