
 In celebration of the 
national Lights On Afterschool 
event, Spring Garden hosted an 
Open House for parents, busi-
nesses, government officials, and 
the community as a whole, to 
come and tour its Early Child 
Care and School Age class-
rooms.  The event, Thursday, 
October 22 from 7-9 pm, in-
cluded  an opening address by 
Patricia Hunter, Executive Direc-
tor, regarding the importance of  
Before/After School care: the 
financial hardships of Early Child-
care affected by the PA budget 
impasse and constraints; the 
urgency of advocating for higher 
salaries and benefits for Early 
Child Education teachers; and 
the importance of collaboration 
with businesses and community 
organizations.  Those in atten-
dance were able to tour the Cen-
ter and see classrooms that were 
bright, cheerful, and innovative.  
(see side bar) 

(above) During the Open House 
opening program, Lafayette College 
student volunteers listen intently to a 
presentation that outlines the effects 
of the budget impasse on Early Child 
Care. (below) Patricia Hunter, Exec. 
Dir., introduces Jenesia Clark as the 
Centerôs  parent representative on its 
board of directors.  
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Mission: To provide families with quality childcare, educational services,  
 and the support needed to strengthen and improve their quality of life.  

A Day of Building Quality Education 

Open House Supports  
ñLights On Afterschoolò 

services during the impasse have 
been nearly depleted. 
 I am most proud that we 
at Spring Garden continued to 
provide children with incredible 
experiences and continued to give 
families a sense of security so 
that they could maintain their 
employment, high education pur-
suits, and/or job training pro-
grams. 
 We are now six months 
away from a new budget and we 
will be in the recovery process for 
quite some time.  We cannot sur-
vive another budget impasse as 
an industry.  Our families deserve 
better . . . our children deserve 
better . . . and Pennsylvania citi-
zens deserve better. 
 We want to thank Gov-
ernor Rendell for his support of 
our children and his holding out 
for a more equitable solution. It is 
important that our families and 
supporters continue to insist that 
our policy makers keep early child 
care a priority to ensure that fami-
lies continue to have access to 
quality early education services.  
Ask your representatives 
(www.legis.state.pa.us) to support 
public interest in the stateõs early 
care and education programs.  
Advocate for the next budget to be 
done on time.  We want to con-
tinue to prepare children to be 
ready for school and ensure their 
success in school. 
 

Patricia Hunter, 
Executive  Director 

Unforgettable . . .  
 Unforgivable 
  
 The summer of 2009 
brought a devastating blow to many 
agencies, organizations and busi-
nesses that utilize services that are 
funded by the state of PA.  Pennsyl-
vaniaõs state governor, representa-
tives, and legislators were in a fierce 
battle over the budget.  This battle 
resulted in a budget impasse that 
lasted an unforgettable and unfor-
givable 101 days.  During this time 
any entity that expected state funds 
for their continuing operation and/or 
reimbursements of services were 
impaired by tardy compensation. 
 Early Learning Programs 
in PA were heavily impacted.  Early 
childhood staffs were laid off, hav-
ing to access unemployment, food 
stamps, and at risk of losing their 
homes, etc.  Entire programs were 
closed, leaving families without 
reliable early education options. 
Subsequently, some parents had to 
quit their job because they had no 
where to send their children for 
care. 
 Spring Garden Childrenõs 
Center, Inc. was not immune to 
these setbacks. The majority of our 
families receive childcare subsidies 
from the state of PA.  The budget 
impasse caused subsidy payments 
to be severely delayed.  When we 
did not receive payments for the 
care of our children and families on 
a timely basis, it jeopardized our 
overall operation. Emergency sav-
ings used to sustain our quality  

Keynote speaker, Carlos Ojeda, Jr. 
suggests strategies in the workplace. 

Jarret Patton, Medical Director, wel-
comes the Early Child Care Profes-
sionals to the training day. 

 More than 200  were in 
attendance at the 3rd Annual NC 
Professional Day Conference, 
ñBuilding Our Future Through 
Quality Early Educationò  for 
early childhood educators on 
Monday, October 12, 2009 at 
Lafayette College. 
 An early morning wel-
come was given by Dr. Jarret 
Patton, Medical Director of Out-
patient Pediatrics, Lehigh Valley 
Hospital and Health Networks.  
The Keynote speaker, Carlos  

             (contd on pg. 2)  



Contributions ð Thank You!! 
 Volunteers came in full 
force to Spring Garden Childrenôs 
Center, Inc. for the United Way of 
the Greater Lehigh Valleyôs annual 
Day of Caring, September 24. 
 More than 38 employees 
from Lafayette Ambassador Bank, 
Sovereign Bank, Lehigh Valley 
Health Network, PNC Bank and 
Northampton County Government 
Center mopped, painted, washed 
windows and toys, repaired furni-
ture and equipment, stacked 
shelves, and organized and inven-
toried storage closets from 9 am to 
3 pm. 
 In appreciation for their 
services, all volunteers received a 
continental breakfast and full lunch. 
 At the conclusion of the 

2009 event, over 760 employee  
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Leaping Into Kindergarten 

Building Education 
(contd from pg. 1) 
 

Ojeda, Jr. motivated the audience 
with his speech ñTeachers: If not 
you, then who?ò . 
 The remaining of the 
day was spent on workshops that 

covered a multitude of topics includ-
ing Food Safety and Food Allergies 
in Young Children; The Caregiverôs 
Role in Cognitive Development; 
Current Issues in Childrenôs Health; 
and My Classroom, Myself: Inclusion 
and the Challenging Child. 
 The conference was put 
together by planning committee  

  Members of Project 
L.E.A.P.  (Literacy Embraced Ac-
tively by Preschoolers) hosted a 
òKindergarten Mixer ô09ó, June 
10, 2009 from 6-8 pm at the Third 
Street Alliance for Women & Chil-
dren for participating children and 
their families as the final event of 
the year.  
 Project L.E.A.P is a joint 
effort by local childcare centers to 
prepare children to enter kinder-
garten with success. The program 
focuses on fun activities that en-
hance reading comprehension and 
communication skills. 
 The Cops ónô Kids Liter-
acy Program sponsored all literacy 
materials and the United Wayôs  
ñSuccess by 6ò program sponsored 
the dinners and storyteller as part 

of their Pre-K/Kindergarten transi-
tions programs. 

Day of Caring 2009 ð Abundance of Help 

PNC Foundation ð $ 5,000 for 
ñRhythm of Wordsò and Summer 
Reading Retention Program 
Grant 
 
PA Council of the Arts ð 
$602.00 for 2010 Summer 
ñLiteracy Takes Center Stageò 
Program 
 
Verizon Volunteer Incentive 
Program and Verizon Founda-
tion ð $750 
 
NY Life Foundation Team 
Grant Program ð $1,800 
 
Lafayette College Delta Upsi-
lon Fraternity ð $590 

(Above, left to right) Delta Upsilon  members 
Steve Petrock, Jack Spiro and Gregory 

Bernstein, present Patricia Crowley, SGCC 
Center Director, their fundraiser donation. 

Camping Weekend  A Success 

members Pat Hunter, Spring Gar-
den Childrenôs Center, Inc., 
Easton; Denise Continenza, Penn 
State Cooperative Extension, Le-
high County;  Denise Madzik, Third 
Street Alliance for Women & Chil-
dren Learning Center, Easton; 
Susan Lavelle, Hanover Township 
Preschool, Bethlehem; Terry 

Thomas, Early Childhood Consult-
ant, Lehigh Valley; Jan Marie 
Schwartz, United Way of the 
Greater LV; Cheryl Tuturice, Fam-
ily Y of Easton; and Sandy Hol-
bern, St. John Lutheran Church 
Day Care, Nazareth. 

 More than a dozen 
School Age Summer campers 
and their families experienced 
the great outdoors by participat-
ing in the Centerôs new program: 
Fish Tales & Campfires.   
 In a September week-
end venture, campers fished, 
roasted marshmallows, partici-
pated in arts & crafts activities, 
and slept in tents at the Promised 
Land State Park in Greentown, 
PA. 
 The goal of the pro-
gram is to introduce outdoor 
camping and the sport of fishing. 
The camping and fishing experi-
ence was used to build confi-
dence, patience, self-esteem, 
problem solving and positive 
decision making skills. The Cen-
ter will offer the program twice in 
2010, in the beginning and end of 
the summer. 

Terry Herman, Transportation 
Coordinator and her husband, 
Eddie, initiated and organized the 
new program.  Northampton 
County Federation of Sports-
menôs Clubs donated $500 for 
the program, as well as the fish-
ing poles. Mikeôs Bait Shop of 
Nazareth supplied the bait . 
 We want to thank our 
volunteers Brian and Willie 
Schneebeli; Terry and Eddie 
Herman; and Tyron Oates. 

volunteers representing 44 busi-
nesses & organizations assisted 
with 84 projects at 37 agencies in 
the Lehigh Valley. Over $78,000 
was saved by the agencies to 

help fund client services. 

Dwayne Ott, LV Health Network 

eimployee, enjoys his day of giving at 

the Center. 

(At the top) NY Life Foundation Team 
members present Patricia Hunter, 

Executive Director, with a check from 
their community grant program. 

 


